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"le An II j WltaeMM." 
BT ALIOS M. 1AT0HBLDIB. 

Tell me, brother, worn and weary, 
Toiling o'er life's pathway dim, 

Are you shedding light for Jeans, 
Are yon witnessing tqrHim? 

Are you seeking for the sinner, 
Those whom tTeeue died to win ? 

Are you pointing to the fountain 
That can wash away their sin? 

Are you watching by the wayside 
For the fainting ones who fall ? 

Do you take them to the Saviour, 
Who has promised rest to all ? 

Do you love to tell of Jesus 
More than all the world beside? 

Does it bring a heavenly blessing 
With God's people to abide? 

Do you seek Him night and morning 
For the blessings that you need ? 

Do you read the holy message, 
And with diligence give heed ? 

Have you made a consecration, 
Of time, talents and earthly store? 

If you've placed all on the altar, 
Then the Master asks no more. 

Thus, O Christian, may we journey, 
Showing forth the Saviour's praise, 

With our lamps all bright and burning, 
That the world may catch their rave. 

— IN REFORMED SlKSSKNOER. 


its bone, then flesh will cove Upon the bones, and 
skin will oovei the 'flesh. Then Gnd will breathe 
into his nostrils that spirit of life that Stephen gave 
into his handB and he will come forth with an im- 
mortal body and receive that crown of life that 
Peter says the "Chief Shepherd" will give at his 
appearing, and not at his death then he shall be re- 
warded "in the earth" and not in heaven. See 
Prov. 11 : 31, and it will be at the "resurrect iou of 
the just'' snd not when he dies. Luke 14:14 
You want us to take the Boriptures in their easiest 
sense. Are yon willing to take Prov. 11 : 31 and 
Lake 14 : 14 in their easiest sense ? What think 
I yon ? 

One more point and I am through. You say it 
is a universal belief of all Christians that those 
who die in faith will immediately go to heaven. 
Do you really believe that ? I do not like to dis- 
pute your word, my dear brother, but I know there 
are thousands, yesj multiplied thousands, and 
among this number some of the ablest Bible stu- 
dents and critics in the world who do not believe 
that man goes immediately to heaven when he 
dies. Art thou beside thyself, hath much learning 
made thee mad, or why makest thou such reckless 
remarks ? 

All this with the best of feeling, Bro. Mason. 
Yon are welcome to tear my article to pieces if you 

can. 

I. D. Bowman. 


Collage of St. James, Md. 
Bro. Mason wonders where the thiet is. I can't 
Bay exactly, but I suppose he is dead and buried. 
It may be he hadn't friends enough to bury him ; 
if not, it may be the fowls of the air devoured him 
and his bones bleached by the hot snn, and, after 
going back to dust, the winds may have carried 
him lo different parts of the earth, so I don't know 
exactly where he is, but I know he did not go to 
heaven when he died, unless he was more lucky 
than David was. Paul says, "David is not as- 
cended into the heavens, he is both dead and bur- 
ied, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day." 
Acts 2: 29, 34. If the thief went to heaven. that 
day, Christ gave him something he never asked 
lor. He asked to be remembered when Chriet 
came into his kingdom. He answered bim and 
said, "I say unto thee today, shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise." JuBt put the comma after today 
and Christ's answer just gives the thief what he 
asked for. Please remember the comma was in- 
vented in the seventeenth century, so don't accuse 
me oi changing the word of God because I just 
changed a cam ma. The reason I changed 
it was because where it was it contradicted the 
question the thief asked. It contradicted Paul in 
regard to David, and it contradicted Christ. 
Christ said after he was resurrected, "I have not 
yet ascended to the heavens." Placing the comma 
after today, and thus making today an adverb, it 
harmonizes with the whole Bible. 

Bro. Mason thinks we ought to be careful in 
making assertions too positive. Physician heal 
thyself. You say, "Paradise, beyond all doubt, 
(italics mine) is a figurative expression, implying 
the beauty of heaveu." Please prove the above 
assertion. Again please prove that "Abraham's 
bosom," is heaven. Abraham was promised "land" 
but he did not get "enough to set his loot on," yet 
the Lord promised that he would give it to him 
and his seed for an everlasting post- ession. He 
did not only promise land to Abraham but also to 
Abraham's seed " Paul Bays 'if we are Christ's 
then we are Abraham's seed and heirs according to 
the (particular) promise." .So "land" may be 
"Abraham's bosom." What think you? 

Again, "I go to prepare a place for you." If 
you will read that carefully, and the following 
verse, it will Bet you right. But away goes your 
going to heaven when you die. He says, "I will 
receive you unto myself when I come again." Not 
when you die. You quote what Stephen said. I 
can't Bee how it has any bearing on the subject. 
Stephen did not say a word about going to heaven 
when he died. Stephen knew that they were going 
to stone him to death and "that the dead know not 
anything." And hence if be knew nothing he 
would not be capable of taking care of his spirit 
until the resurrection, then each bone will come to 


What Is Essential to Success fa 8. 8, Work, 

Read by Walter Clark at the Vol in U Townahip S. S. Couveu- 

tiOD. 

First, the end sought is usefulness and happi- 
ness in this life and in the world to come — eternal 
life. Strictly speaking, to be successful in accom- 
plishing this end, we must learn the divine truths 
of the Bible, whether from the Bible or Lesson 
Helps, and believe and obey them. 

As one of the means or methods for accomplish- 
ing this desired end we have our S. S. 

In order lor the S. S. to be successful it must be 
equipped with a good set of officers and teachers, 
and they should be courteous, kind and true, al- 
ways making it pleasant and agreeable for the 
school and for visitors, making them feel at home 
in the school. They should always be in their 
places in the school room in time if possible. They 
should be possessors of the religion of Christ. We 
would not think for a moment of hiring a man to 
preach for us who did not at least make a profes- 
sion of the religion of Christ. 

Then again those officers and teachers must have 
the cooperation of the church members aud the 
surrounding community. 

To Bend your children to S. S, and sttty at home 
yourself is setting a poor example and is not doing 
to others as you would be done by. The school 
cannot be as successful as it would otherwise be, 
more especially where those parentB are church 
members. It is always attended with better suc- 
cess to say "come children," than it is to Bay "go 
children." The Bible says that we should bring 
our children up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, and I never could see how a person could 
do this without being in the Lord themselves. 

Then again, when we have all this accomplished 
they must all study their lessonB and be ready to 
answer. I have lound that I am the most success- 
ful scholar when I am willing to obey that which 
I learn. 

Then again there should be a good record kept 
and reported for the encouragement of the school. 
Again the whole school should work with the spirit 
that is determined upon success. A cold, formal, 
lifeless church or S. S. cannot expect to have suc- 
cess, as such a form of work is as truly devoid of 
success as the body is devoid of success without 
the spirit. What we want to make a success of a 
school is a plenty of God's Holy Spirit to warm up 
these cold hearts of ours so that, a school will not 
freeze out in winter. 

Now I would not be thought uncharitable to- 
wards those schools who have unconverted teach 
era, perhaps superintendents, perhaps they will 
make a success of what they aim at, they will prob- 
ably elevate and strengthen the moral tone of so- 
ciety. Tola is all good as far as it goes, but only 
in part answers the requirements uf God. 
Now perhaps you would like to know where I 


found a standard to determine what is a success in 
S. S. work. See parable of talents. Those that 
make good use of the time and opportunities that 
God has given them shall be blessed with an 
abundant entrance into the kingdom of our Lord 
and Master. 

Dowagiac, Mich. 

Send Then to Japan. 

We have seen bad-tempered church members in 
this country. It is the office of religion to sweeten 
temper, bat somehow the way a good many profew 
it and use, it, does not help their temper a bit. 
Japan seems to be the place for these ill tempered 
disciples. The following is reported. 

Some time ago one of the dignitaries ot Japan 
was greatly troubled by the bad temper of bis wife ; 
so he called together some of his friends and asked 
their advice in the matter. They decided that he 
ought to put her away and find some one with a 
more agreeable disposition. But he said that he 
was much attached to her, and that, as she had only 
this one fault, he was not willing to send her off. 

About this time one of hie friends became a 
Christian, and as a result of this change a great 
difference was observed in his temper. He was 
formerly accustomed to get angry and abuse his 
family and others in a fearful manner. But this 
new religion had ao changed his heart that he was 
gentle and kind to every one at all times. So the 
Japanese dignitary thought over the matter very 
seriously ; and when he was about to leave home for 
three months, be gave directions that his wife 
should attend the Christian service every Sabbath. 
On his return he found that a great change had 
taken place, and he was highly delighted. She 
bad followed hie directions, and was mo impressed 
with the power and truth of Christian teaching 
that she became a believer at once. She asked for 
baptism and had been admitted already as a proba- 
tioner into the church. Her violeut temper had 
disappeared, and she was now one of the most ami- 
able and faithtul of wives. Her husband is not a 
professed Christian, but he testifies most emphat- 
ically to the value and truth of the religion that has 
wrought such a blessed change in his home. — St. 
Louis C. Advocate. 


Working; for Good. 
It is only in the Word of God that we learn to 
consider affliction as a blessing. The utmost which 
the most refined philosophy can effect is to remove 
from our Borrows that which is imaginary, to divert 
the attention from the cause of distress, and to pro- 
duce a sullen and stoical resignation more like de- 
spair than hope. The religion of the gospel grap- 
ples with the evil itself, overcomee it, and trans- 
forms it into a blessing. 

It is by no means included in the promises made 
to true Christians that they shall be exempt from 
suffering. On the contrary, chastisement forms a 
necessary part of that paternal discipline by which 
our Heavenly Father fits his children for their 
eternal rest in glory. The Psalmist asserts the 
blessedness of the man who is chastened by the 
Lord, with this qualification, as necessary to con- 
stitute it a blessing, that he is also instructed in di- 
vine truth. Psa. xciv. 12. By this we understand 
that the influence of chastisement is not physical ; 
that mere suffering has no inherent efficacy ; but 
that the afflictions of this life are, in the hand of 
God, instrumental in impressing divine truth upon 
the heart, awakening the attention of the believer 
to the consideration of hie own character and situ- 
ation, the promises of the Gospel, and the rewards 
of heaven. The child of God is assured that all 
things work together for his good ; in this is 
plainly included the pledge that chastisements and 
affliction shall eventually prove a blessing; and this 
is verified by the experience of the whole ohnrcb. — 
J. W. Alexander! 

Human things must be known to be loved ; but 
divine things must be loved to be known. — Seeker. 

So long as we live in this world we cannot be 
without trials and tribulations.— Thomas A. Re no- 
pis. 

In the dark cloud of a great sorrow the beautiful 
bow of God'a promise ia often Been if we look up. — 
Chaplin, 




